
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

 The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 



The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 3 & 4, 2016 
 

Promises Made: God’s kingdom is worth waiting for. 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 15 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  



pg. 4 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care. 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.   
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pg. 6 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 

strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10 

David’s family tree had been cut down to a stump, but from it a branch would grow and bear fruit. 

 

 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

  from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him –  

  the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

  the Spirit of counsel and of power, 

  the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD – 

  and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.  
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 He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

  or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

  but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

  with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

 He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

  with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 The wolf will live with the lamb,  

  the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

  the calf and the lion and the yearling together;  

  and a little child will lead them. 

 The cow will feed with the bear, 

  their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 

  and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. 

 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 

  for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and 

his place of rest will be glorious. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 14 (see pg. 17) 

When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, we will rejoice and be glad. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) Psalm 130 

Adult Choir 

 

 Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. 

  Lord, hear my voice: 

 

 Let thine ears be attentive 

  to the voice of my supplications. 

 

 If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 

  O Lord, who shall stand? 

 

 But there is forgiveness with thee 

  that thou mayest be feared.  
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 I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, 

  and in his Word do I hope. 

 

 My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: 

  I say, more than they that watch for the morning. 

 

 Let Israel hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, 

  and with him is plenteous redemption. 

 

 And he shall redeem Israel 

  from all his iniquities. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

  world without end. Amen. 

 

Second Lesson Acts 3:19-26 

The apostle Peter urges the crowd to repent. 

 

 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may 

come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you – even Jesus. He 

must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago 

through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 

from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to 

him will be completely cut off from among his people.’ 

 “Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. And 

you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 

‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent 

him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All mankind will 

see God’s salvation. Alleluia.  
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

John urges the people to produce the fruit of repentance and warns of God’s ax for those who do not. 

 

 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

 “A voice of one calling in the desert, 

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” 

 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was 

locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of 

the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said 

to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in 

keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of 

the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, 

whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and 

burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 

Adult Choir arranged by Anne Krentz Organ 

 

 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

 A call from the ways untrod: 

 Prepare in the desert a highway,  

 A highway for our God! 

 The valleys shall be exalted,  

 The lofty hills brought low; 

 Make straight all the crooked places  

 Where the Lord our God may go! 

 

 O Zion, give voice to good tidings,  

 Ascend to the heights and sing! 

 Proclaim to a desolate people  

 The coming of their King. 

 The works of pride all perish,  

 Like flowers they shall decay; 

 The pow’r and pomp of nations  

 Shall pass like a dream away. 

 

 But your Word, O God, is faithful,  

 Your arm, O Lord, is strong; 

 You stand in the midst of nations,  

 And you will right the wrong. 

 You will feed your flock like a shepherd,  

 The lambs you’ll gently hold; 

 In pastures of green you’ll lead them,  

 And bring them to your fold.  
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Hymn of the Day On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

Christian Worship 16 

 

Sermon Isaiah 11:1-10 

The Advent Message in Terms of Trees 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Adult Confirmation (10:30 AM) 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living 

in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

 

 



pg. 15 

 

 

Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 22 of the bulletin. 

 

Distribution Hymns Behold, A Branch Is Growing 

 Christian Worship 47 

 

Your Kingdom, O God 

Christian Worship Supplement 755 (see pg. 18) 

 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

Christian Worship 311 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn The King Shall Come (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 25 

 

Announcements  
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Psalm 14 

 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

 They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.  

 

The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men 

 to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God.  

 

All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; 

 there is no one who does good, not even one. Refrain 

 

Will evildoers never learn –  

 those who devour my people and do not call on the Lord? 

 

You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, 

 but the LORD is their refuge.  

 

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 

 When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, let Israel rejoice and be glad! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 
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Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun  

  

Communion Assistants Mike Swenson, Cary Haakenson, Jon Johnson (8:00 AM) 

Mike Swenson, Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Mark Naumann (Saturday) 

 Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM) 

 Rick Yahn (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters John Frailing & Susan Freedlund and Dave & Dana Leyrer (8:00 AM) 

 Steve & Cindy Zemplinski and Matt & Jenny Bahr (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The Second Advent Candle: The Bethlehem Candle is a symbol of the preparations 

being made to receive and cradle the Christ Child. May our hearts be ready to receive the 

Good News. 

 

 We welcome Cirilo Chavez into membership today by adult confirmation. 

 

 The altar flowers are placed by Pete and Lorrie Hansen in celebration of their 37th wedding 

anniversary and in thanks for blessings received. 

 

 The standard flowers are placed by Sally Parker in celebration of her birthday. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Sue Rader at Community Memorial hospital and Doris Palubecki at Zilber hospice.  
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Parents’ Preview for December 11 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Verse of the Day Response  
 

The Verse of the Day is a familiar Scriptural text which is chosen based on the season of the church 

year. This response is sung immediately after the Verse of the Day and looks forward to the Gospel. 
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief  

and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart that the gifts  

and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted me as your child and made me a member of the body  

of Christ. I thank you for the forgiveness of sins present in this Sacrament. As I leave the table, empower 

me by your Spirit to witness and serve in your name. Amen. 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Advent 2 
 

 M Luke 12:35-40…..……………………………………………. Isaiah 26:1-12 

 T 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5…….….………………………………. 2 Peter 1:3-11 

 W Revelation 2:1-5, 7…………………………………………… Zechariah 2:10-13 

 TH Mark 13:5-13………………………………………………… Haggai 2:1-9 

 F Luke 17:20-25……………………………………………….. Revelation 1:4-8 

 S Revelation 3:14-22…………………………………………… Isaiah 35:1-7 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays, December 7 & 14 Midweek Advent Worship  

 3:30 and 6:45 PM 

 

Saturday, December 17 K3 & K4 Christmas Program 

 9:30 AM 

 

Wednesday, December 21 Christmas Concert featuring Koiné 

 6:00 PM, School Gymnasium 

 

Saturday, December 24 Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

 4:00 PM, Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

 

Saturday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

Saturday, December 31 New Year’s Worship  

 5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 New Year’s Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 
 

 

 

 


